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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Rally Day Homecoming 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September 13, 2026 

        10:30 AM 

  
 

Christian Hope, Forgiveness & Nourishment-- Always Together! 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The most essential, important, and difficult aspect of living the Christian life is learning how 

to live in the forgiveness of sins. There is a direct connection between my receiving God's 

forgiveness and my forgiving another person.   

 

Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they had sold him into slavery. Paul 

urges us not to quarrel over opinions about earthly matters, but to honor the 

Lord in all we do. Jesus tells a parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness 

and how such forgiveness leads us to forgive others.  In Jesus, God has removed 

our sins as far as the east is from the west.   

 

Everyone has issues in their life – stress, pain, debt, loneliness – wouldn't it be great to have 

someone to lean on?  At St. Paul Lutheran, we're here for you and want to give your family 

hope for a brighter future, a future filled with the nurture and strength of your Savior! 

 

Here you will find real people living a forgiven life, which happens when we focus on our 

resurrection confidence!  It all centers around the love of God for you in Jesus Christ. 

 

 

WELCOME– Pastor Christopher Fairbairn   
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus LSB 770 

 

  

  

 
 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: The LORD is merciful and gracious, 

People: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Pastor: As far as the east is from the west, 

People: so far does He remove our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:8, 12 
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CONFESSION  

Pastor: Let’s put the burdens of our sins and the weariness of our souls upon the 

Lord who brings relief and rest. 

 

People: O God, we confess to You all the bitterness we have harbored toward 

our neighbors, our refusal to forgive, and our lack of love toward 

those in need. In Your tender mercy do not deal with us according to 

our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. In Your steadfast 

love and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior, grant us Your 

forgiveness, fill us with Your love, and grant us Your peace. 

 

Pastor: THE ANNOUNCMENT OF FORGIVENESS. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray . . . 

O God, our righteousness, restore the broken relationships in Your Church, 

especially between family members. Provide reconciliation and peace where 

Satan has sown division and discord, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

REDEEMED         Soloist - Kurt Menhart 

 

Verse 1 

Seems like all I could see was the 

struggle 

Haunted by ghosts that lived in my past 

Bound up in shackles of all my failures 

Wond'ring how long is this gonna last 

Then You look at this pris'ner and say 

to me 

So stop fighting a fight that's already 

been won 

 

Chorus 

I am redeemed You set me free 

So I'll shake off these heavy chains 

And wipe away ev'ry stain 

Now ('Cause) I'm not who I used to be 

(I am redeemed) 
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Verse 2 

All my life I have been called unworthy 

Named by the voice of my shame and 

regret 

But when I hear You whisper child lift 

up your head 

I remember O God You're not done 

with me yet 

 

Chorus 

I am redeemed You set me free 

So I'll shake off these heavy chains 

And wipe away ev'ry stain 

Now ('Cause) I'm not who I used to be 

(I am redeemed) 

 

Bridge 

Because I don't have to be the old man 

inside of me 

'Cause his day is long dead and gone 

Because I've got a new name a new life 

I'm not the same and a hope that will 

carry me home 

 

Chorus 

I am redeemed You set me free 

So I'll shake off these heavy chains 

And wipe away ev'ry stain 

Now ('Cause) I'm not who I used to be 

(I am redeemed) 

 

Ending 

O God I'm not who I used to be 

Jesus I'm not who I used to be 

I am redeemed 

Thank God redeemed 

 

 

FIRST READING  Genesis 50:15-21  (No revenge, only forgiveness) 

 

  When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph holds a 

grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?"  So they sent word 

to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died:  'This is what you are 

to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed 

in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 

father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  

 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they 

said.  

 



 5 

 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 

many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he 

reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 (“Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”) 
 

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.2 One 

person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not 

the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass 

judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And 

he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 
5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 

alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, 

observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 

thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks 

to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord 

both of the dead and of the living. 

 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

 
12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                              Jacob Fairbairn 

 

Please Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 (A life-style of compassion.) 
 

21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who 

sins against me? Seven times?” 
22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven! 
23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to 

bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him.24 In 

the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of 

dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, 

his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 

 
26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with 

me, and I will pay it all.’27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released 

him and forgave his debt. 
28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few 

thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 
29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 

patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had 

the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 
31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the 

king and told him everything that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the man 

he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt 

because you pleaded with me.33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, 

just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be 

tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 
35 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 

brothers and sisters from your heart.” 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
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THE APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 
 

 

I Love to Tell the Story 

I love to tell the story 

Of unseen things above 

Of Jesus and His glory 

Of Jesus and His love 

I love to tell the story 

Because I know 'tis true 

It satisfies my longings 

As nothing else can do 

 

Chorus 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

 

Verse 2 

I love to tell the story 

More wonderful it seems 

Than all the golden fancies 

Of all our golden dreams 

I love to tell the story 

It did so much for me 

And that is just the reason 

I tell it now to thee  Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

I love to tell the story 

'Tis pleasant to repeat 

What seems each time I tell it 

More wonderfully sweet 

I love to tell the story 

For some have never heard 

The message of salvation 

From God's own holy Word  Chorus 

 

Verse 4 

I love to tell the story 

For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 

To hear it like the rest 

And when in scenes of glory 

I sing the new new song 

'Twill be the old old story 

That I have loved so long  Chorus 
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THE SERMON — Pastor Christopher Fairbairn 

 

What causes you to withhold forgiveness?  Do you “keep track” of the score? 

  How would today’s Gospel move you to act differently the next time you are wronged? 

 

On The Banks of The Promised Land 

 

Verse 1 

I have built my life on the Solid Rock 

Far away from the sinking sand 

But I cast my eye to the home that waits 

On the banks of the Promised Land 

 

Verse 2 

There's a song of praise that is lifted there 

By the saints and the angel band 

Oh I long to go and to join that choir 

On the banks of the Promised Land 

 

Chorus 

Hallelujah what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land 

 

Verse 3 

Ev'ry grief and pain that has bound me here 

Jesus knows and He understands 

They'll be washed away as I cross that stream 

To the banks of the Promised Land 

 

 

Chorus 

Hallelujah what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land   

 

Verse 4 

Then I'll see the face of my Savior dear 

Beckoned close by His sweet command 

All my burdens gone I will rest at last 

On the banks of the Promised Land 

 

Chorus 

(Oh) Hallelujah what a morning 

When I reach for that nail-scarred hand 

And I'm led from grace to glory 

On the banks of the Promised Land  (2X) 

 

On the banks of the Promised Land   

On the banks of the Promised Land   

I'm goin' to the Promised Land 

I'm bound for the Promised Land 

I'm goin' to the Promised Land 
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  PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for God’s people around the world and all who call out to 

Him in their various needs. 

Dear heavenly Father, look with favor upon the nations of the world, 

especially those suffering from war, conflict, disease, and famine. Be 

their peace and healer. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Lord, You have given us the wonderful gifts of families and friends. Look 

with favor upon our relationships. Bring reconciliation where there is 

division. Bring love where there is anger. Bring hope where there is 

despair. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Lord, send Your forgiveness to all those who are weighed down by guilt. 

Bring Your resurrection hope to all those who hide their sins in shame. 

Remind them of the baptismal waters, which give them a new identity: 

child of God. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Lord, we pray for all those who are sick. Heal their diseases, and redeem 

their lives from the pit. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Finally, Lord, bless Your Church here and scattered throughout the 

world. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  Keep us mindful of Your gracious forgiveness shown to us, 

the family of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: All these things we bring before You, O Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

If you brought your offering today, you are welcome to leave it in the 

offering box that you will find here at the pavilion.  Thank you. 

 

 

Please Stand 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

God is Good 
May your struggles keep you near the cross 

And may your troubles show that you need God 
And may your battles end the way they should 
And may your bad days prove that God is good 
And may your whole life prove that God is good 

(2x) 
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THE BLESSING 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

                  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     

Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 
What A Friend 

Verse 1 

Everybody has trials and temptations. 

Everybody knows heart break, - isolation. 

But we can lay our burdens down, 

Lay our burdens down. 

 

Chorus 

What a friend we have in Jesus. 

East to west, my sins are gone. 

I see grace on every horizon. 

And forever and ever His heart is my 

home. 

 

Verse 2 

Everybody has fears, everybody got 

worries. 

Everybody knows sorrow, -devastation. 

But we can lay our burdens down, 

Lay our burdens down. 

 

 

Chorus 

What a friend we have in Jesus. 

East to west, my sins are gone. 

I see grace on every horizon. 

And forever and ever His heart is my 

home. 

 

Bridge 

No more betrayal for He is faithful. 

He fills me up and my cup runneth over. 

No more betrayal for He is faithful. 

How He has proven it over and over. (2x) 

Over and over … 

 

Chorus 

What a friend we have in Jesus. 

East to west my sins are gone. 

I see grace on every horizon. 

And forever and ever His heart is my 

home. (2x) 

 

And forever and ever His heart is my 

home. 
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Post-Service Music 

 

He Found Me  

Verse 1 

I have been in grand cathedrals  

that felt hollowed out and cold. 

And they offered vain religion  

but no answers for the soul. 

 

I’ve read the ancient writings  

of the world’s philosophies, 

But I only found their wisdom  

seemed like foolishness to me.  

 

But a dusty worn out Bible  

that I’ve cherished since my youth 

Was where I found the only thing  

that gave me hope and truth. 

 

Chorus  

I found Jesus in the pages  

of that blessed Book, 

And I found Him in the manger  

where the angels said to look. 

 

I found Him at the temple  

teaching scholars of His day, 

And I found Him with the crippled,  

with the blind and with the lame. 

 

And I found Him walk on water  

on the Sea of Galilee, 

And I found Him raising Lazarus,  

but what made my heart believe,  

 

High upon a rugged cross on lonely 

Calvary, 

That’s where Jesus, where He found me. 

 

Verse 2  

I have found myself in need  

of comfort for my weary mind,  

And it felt like life worth living  

is what I could never find. 

 

I have searched the whole world over  

for salvation I could feel, 

And with aimless desperation  

never finding what is real, 

 

Till I turned my eyes to Jesus  

thru the pages of His word, 

And there I found such joy and peace  

in what I’d seen and heard. 

 

Chorus  

I found Jesus in the pages  

of that blessed Book, 

And I found Him in the manger  

where the angels said to look. 
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I found Him at the temple  

teaching scholars of His day, 

And I found Him with the crippled,  

with the blind and with the lame. 

 

And I found Him walk on water  

on the Sea of Galilee, 

And I found Him raising Lazarus,  

but what made my heart believe,  

 

High upon a rugged cross on lonely 

Calvary, 

That’s where Jesus, where He found me. 

 

I found Jesus in the pages  

of that blessed Book, 

And I found Him in the manger  

where the angels said to look. 

 

I found Him at the temple  

teaching scholars of His day, 

And I found Him with the crippled,  

with the blind and with the lame. 

 

And I found Him walk on water  

on the Sea of Galilee, 

And I found Him raising Lazarus,  

but what made my heart believe,  

 

High upon a rugged cross on lonely 

Calvary, 

That’s where Jesus, where He found me 

 

High upon a rugged cross on lonely  

Calvary … 

That’s where Jesus, … where He … 

 He – found – me! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Our Vision — a place to come for comfort, support, answers, opportunities  

     to serve, and to strengthen a salvation relationship with Jesus. 
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WHERE WE SERVE 
Preacher/Officiant                                                                                              Pastor Christopher Fairbairn  
Music Director                                                                      Paul Ventimiglia 
Family Life                                            Jeanette Koch 

Elder                                       Scott Huggins  
Reader                        Jake Fairbairn 
Soloist (Redeemed)               Kurt Menhart                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
Counters                        Melissa Raikes 
                                                                                                                                            Kathy Verseman 
                                                                                                                                          Dennis Verseman
              
Praise Team                                   Kurt Menhart           
                                                                                                                                            Hannah Hughes 
                                                                                                                                               Sarah Hughes                       
                                                                                                                                                 Chris Englert               
                                              Linda Johnson 

                                   Alexandra Vago (Bass Gtr)   

 
                                                           Remember Our Homebound 

Karen (Richard) Schneider 
19524 Mann Court 

Northville, MI 48167 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bible Study and Small Group Opportunities 

WEDNESDAYS:   Women’s Bible Study- Wednesdays @ 9:30am in the church Parish Hall. 

SUNDAYS:        Join us for Bible study and fellowship @ 9:45am in the church Parish Hall. 
SATURDAYS:    Men’s Bible Study – Every 1st and 3rd Saturday @ 9:00am – Parish Hall 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Altar Flowers 
 

One vase in honor of their 16th wedding anniversary and in memory of Ted Edmond’s birthday on the 18th  
from Rich and Cher Johnson. 

 
One vase in memory of her mother, Patricia Delleree, from Charleen Hill. 

 
Please arrange to pick up your flowers after the 10:30am service. 

 

Attendance Last week: 9.6.2026– Attendance – 8:30am – 102  + 11:00am  –  58 =   160 
Communion – 136 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Received week of 9.6.2026 for Church (Envelopes + loose plate)- $7,011 total includes online giving        
School - $2,045 
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For the month of September, Women in Christ is featuring the mission grant entitled “I Was Hungry and You 
Fed Me—Orphan Grain Train” for the amount of $18,000.  Jesus said whatever care is given others out of 
Christ-centered love and Christian faith has been done to him (Matthew 25:40).  Nourishing with food those 
who are hungry is the most elementary act of mercy.  Jesus did this Himself for thousands.  The Mercy 
Meals initiative of Orphan Grain Train—Michigan is entirely congruent with, and in furtherance of, the LWML 
mission intention of feeding people the Bread of Life.  Please consider putting coins into your MITE box to 
help those who need our help.   

 



 17 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Maui Vacation in your Plans?      As a way of raising funds for our St. Paul short-term mission trips, a 
generous family in our congregation is offering the use of their condominium at the beautiful Sands 
of Kahana Resort in Maui, Hawaii during the week of December 4 - December 11, 2026.  More 
information about the resort at https://sandsofkahanaresort.com/.   The unit (Orchid Room) is a two 

bedroom / two bath, with kitchen and with a pull-out couch, comfortably sleeps up to six people.  The unit will 
be awarded to the highest bidder (minimum bid is $500) in a blind auction with the winning bidder notified on 
October 1st.   Auction proceeds will be deposited to the St. Paul Short-Term mission fund to support future SPL 
MOST mission trip goers. Please submit a short statement of your interest along with your bid to Jeff 
Henning (Jhenning90@comcast.net) by September 30, 2026.   If you should have any questions or want 
more information, please reach out to Jeff Henning or Chris Burgess.    Chris and Ann Burgess took advantage 
of this opportunity last year and would be happy to describe their wonderful experience to interested bidders! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Lisa and Francis Murkowski are our newest members to our St. Paul family.  Lisa has a Science and 
Language arts background, she is a retired teacher and she enjoys writing, reading and crafts.  In her 

previous congregation she was a “Divorce Care Facilitator” and has served with VBS and Mission Trips.  
She would like to be a reader here.  Francis is a retired Marketing Manager and likes reading and fishing.  

He would like to serve here as a reader and help with marketing. 
We welcome Megan Kutz officially as a member of St. Paul although she and her family have been 

worshiping with us for quite some time now.  Megan transferred her membership from Saint Matthew 
Lutheran Church in Walled Lake.  She is a Special Ed Teacher in Northville Public Schools.  She likes 

writing, reading and yoga.  She has already helped with several events including VBS and is on the prayer 
chain.  She would like to help with FOG meals and be a reader.  So happy to welcome her. 

Please welcome Courtney Julien and her two sons Isaac (14) and Samuel (11) to the St. Paul family.  
The Julien family participated in VBS this year.  Samuel and Isaac were youth helpers and Courtney took 

pictures.  Courtney listed photography  and helping at events here as some of her interests.  She has 
already put her photography skills to work and she and Isaac helped with the grounds clean up day earlier 

this spring. Thank you and we look forward to working beside you more. 
Romans 15:7 - "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you." 

 

 
       Your Voice. Our School. Our Future. 

We want to hear from you!  We’re asking everyone in our congregation to take a 
few minutes to complete a survey about our school.  Your feedback matters. 
Your thoughts, ideas, and experiences can help us to celebrate what’s going 
well and identify ways we can make our school even stronger.  Please take the 
survey and let your voice help shape the future of our school!  Scan this QR 
Code to access the survey 

 

(Paper copies are also available in the narthex hallway and can be turned in at the school office or 
with Debbie Jenter). 

https://sandsofkahanaresort.com/
mailto:Jhenning90@comcast.net
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor Nick Gapski, from the Family of God mission in southwest Detroit was 

our guest speaker on Sunday, September 6th. We appreciate him leading the 

services and Adult Bible Class while Pastor Chris and Lisa were out of town for their 

granddaughter’s 1st  birthday. Our congregation has been involved with the FoG since 

December 2009 by providing some financial support and meals for their outreach 

ministry. We appreciate those in our congregation who have volunteered 

and contributed toward our designated account at St Paul. What Pastor Nick didn't 

ask for was your financial support for the FoG. The mission is in need of monetary 

donations to continue their mission ..."To bring the charity of Jesus Christ in both 

body and soul to the broken lives of the least of these." If you could, please send a 

check to: Family of God in Christ Ministry, Inc.   P.O. Box 801   Mount 

Clemens  Michigan 48043.  Or go to their website:  www.fogdetroit.com   And, if you 

would like to "COME AND SEE" the mission, contact Barbara Hoffmeier, a Board 

Member, for more information.  

 

http://www.fogdetroit.com/

